











Nekoosa School District

2009 RICHARD ] REEVES AWARDS

On Wednesday, May 6, 2009, the Richard Reeves
Awards ceremony was held at  Nekoosa High
School. This was the 15th year of presenting
these awards that were established, in memory of
former high school English teacher Richard
Reeves, to honor outstanding students in specific
academic arcas of their high school education.
The students are selected by each department
based on the criteria of academics, artistry, atti-
tude, effort, character and cooperation.

To many teachers at NHS, this award is ex-
tremely important because the recipients repre-
sent the very best of an exceptional student body.
The yearly ceremony, which brings students,
teachers, family, and community together is open
to the public and everyone is encouraged to attend
a wonderful evening of honoring some very spe-
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Pictured I-r the 2009 Richard J. Reeves Awards Recipients:
History/Social Studies—Cody Alft

cial students.

Business—William (B.J.) Abel
Math—Jessi Machon
English—Ben Tenpas

Physical Education—Alex Tuttle
Technology Education—Kalen Schoechert
Science—Ashley Tuttle
Family & Consumer Education—Ross Ebbe
Foreign Language—Heather Combs
Instrumental Music—Brad Renner
Art—Dominic Colby
Choral Music—Ethan Conover (not pictured)

HELPING KIDS BE THEMSELVES

Our children face a lot of challenges,
such as trying to be popular and success-
ful at school and maintaining a good
relationship with their families. The
pressures to achieve these goals are
enormous. At the same time children
also have the pressure of just trying to fit
in with their peers. There is almost noth-
ing worse for a child than to be singled
out as being different from everyone
else. That can result in taunting, bully-
ing, and being ostracized from social
networks and activities.

We can sce the effort children make
every day to look, talk, dress, and act
like everybody else. Sometimes they do
it to be popular, but mostly they are just
trying to fit in.

Often this attempt to appear like every-
one else can have the effect of turning
them into somebody else. They can lose

the ability not only to express them-
selves in appearance, but also to think
and act independently. This can lead to
many difficulties ranging from a loss of
self-confidence and esteem to blindly
following the path to early drug or alco-
hol use.

Parents have a crucial role to play in
helping children be themselves and be
true to their own values and beliefs.
Even as we gently nudge our children
toward the path we would like them to
choose and the people we would like
them to be, we also have to recognize
their individuality and encourage them to
be their unique selves. With the pressure
they receive at school to conform with
friends, they just don’t need a similar
push to conform at home.

We have to find ways to let children
express their individuality at home so

they will feel confident enough to stay
strong when they interact with others.
This doesn’t mean allowing lax or inap-
propriate behavior, but it does mean
celebrating and acknowledging their
differences and uniqueness, even within
the family unit. We can also provide
solid direction and guidance so that they
can find their own path and individuality
within acceptable social and family
norms.

This is not an easy challenge for many
parents to meet, but if you can help your
children find their own way to fulfilling
their destiny, they will feel good about
themselves and confident in their abili-
ties to succeed. You can also reinforce
the message that just fitting in will never
be good enough to allow them to reach
their full potential. Each person needs to
be not just himself or herself, but the
best self he or she can be.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Athletic Assoc AMS Spring Choir Boys V BB Girls V Softball V Track—WIAA
Meeting 7 PM Concert 7 PM WIAA Regionals WIAA Sectionals State
NHS Commons NHS Auditorium
PUNT Meeting NHS Spring
HIPO Meeting Boys V BB 6—7:30 PM Choir Concert 7 PM
HES Library WIAA Regionals NHS Commons NHS Auditorium
6:30 PM
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
NHS Graduation AMS MVP Meeting | Boys V Baseball Girls V Softball Girls V Softball
2:00 PM IMC 6:30 PM WIAA Sectionals WIAA State WIAA State
School Board Last Day of School
Meeting HES Library for Students
6:00 PM
8th Grade Promotion
Ceremony 6 PM
AMS Gymnasium
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Boys V Baseball Boys V Baseball Boys V Baseball
WIAA State WIAA State WIAA State
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30
SUMMER
SCHOOL
BEGINS
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Wayne Johnson, Ed. D
1711 Archers Lane, Unit 11
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1919 Ole River Road
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3407 Pine Drive

Stevens Point WI 54481

Nekoosa Academy
317 1st Street
Nekoosa, WI 54457
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Barb Sparish. Principal
2015 Sherri Lane
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Jon Sprehn, Assistant Principal
& Principal of Nuikuusra
Community School

860 Waterworks Rd

Nekoosa, WI 54457

Nekoosa High School
500 Cedar Street
Nekoosa, WI 54457
886-8060

Mark Flaten, Associate Principal
for Student Learning

3821 Timber Valley Drive
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Mike Kumm, Associate Principal
of Students & Activities

& Nekoosa Academy Principal
1019 West Third Street

Nekoosa, WI 54457

Bob Ness, Athletic Director
3431 Big Timber Drive
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Nijikuusra Community School
710 Vilas Avenue
Nekoosa, WI 54457

NEKOOSA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY
The Nekoosa Public School District does not discriminate against pupils on the basis of
sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status,
sexual orientation, color, or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability or other
disability in its education programs or activities. Federal law prohibits discrimination in
employment on the basis of age, race, national origin, sex, or handicap.

Nekoosa School Board of Education
Pictured from Ir: Mike Dillon, Bob Shear, David
Schmidt, Dr. Wayne Johnson, Cory Gerzmehle,
and Steve Bechard..




DISTRICT OFFICE
600 S Section Street
Nekoosa, WI 54457

(715) 886-8000
Fax: (715) 886-8012
nekoosaschools.org

Humbke Elementary School
(715) 886-8010
Grades K4—3
Alexander Middle School
(715) 886-8040
Grades 4—8
Nekoosa High School
(715) 886-8060
Grades 9—12
Nekoosa Academy
(715) 886-8190

OUR MISSION:

Develop students who

excel academically,
act responsibly,

and reason and solve problems rationafs
OUR GOAL:

To become the school district of choice for
parents and students in central Wisconsin.




